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SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


The Medical Library Association has invited the Second 
International Congress on Medical Librarianship to meet in 
ashington, June 16 - 22, 1963, at the time set for its own 
Sixty-Second Annual Convention. 

Development of plans for the Congress to date include 
the appointment of Dr. Frank B. Rogers as General Chairman 
and Miss M. Ruth MacDonald as Executive Secretary, and the 
establishment of an Organizing Committee with special re- 
sponsibilities for program development. The Congress Secre- 
ariat will be located in the National Library of Medicine. 


FINAL PHASE 


Editing of the subject entries for the last two volumes 
Fifth Series) of the Index Catalogue was completed in Sep- 
ember and the last shipment of cards was made to the com- 
bositor in October. The total of the number of entries is 
omewhat over 132,000. 

This concluding segment of the Series is being prepared 
8 a cold-type publication. It seems probable that the num- 
er of pages in the two volumes will run to about 1,800; the 
ork may be expected to appear by late fall of 1961. 

As in the companion author volume, theses form a large 
egment of the references. Other items include project re- 
orts, equipment and supply catalogs, legislative issuances, 
nd biobibliographical references as well as the usual text- 
ooks and specialized monographs. 

These two volumes bridge the subject gap between the 
egular volumes of the Index Catalogue and the National Li- 
rary of Medicine Catalog. With the completion of the Fifth 
eries the printed author and subject record of NLM mono- 
aphic holdings may be considered to be on a current basis. 
ew monographic acquisitions will continue to appear in the 

Catalog. 
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UNITED GIVERS FUND CAMPAIGN 


The National Library of Medicine has successfully cop. 
pleted its 1960 charity drives. Ninety-four per cent of the 
Washington staff contributed $1,999.40, one hundred and nine 
per cent of the Library's assigned quota, for the 1960 cap. 
paign of the United Givers Fund. Ten of the thirteen keyme 
reported one hundred per cent participation for their grow, 

Again this year NLM was the first organizational unit 
of the Public Health Service to exceed its quota; in reco,- 
nition of this achievement a handsome plaque has been pre- 
sented to the employees of the Library. 

The staff of the Library's History of Medicine Division } 
contributed $425 to the United Appeal in Greater Cleveland, 
with one hundred per cent participation. 





HITHER AND YON 


Members of the NLM staff continue to participate ina 
wide variety of outside professional activities. In recent } 
weeks the Director gave an address at the dedication of the 
Medical Center Library of the University of Kentucky, — spoke 
on subject headings at a meeting of the Potomac Technical 
Processing Librarians in Charlottesville, and participated 
in ameeting of the Joint Committee on the Union List of 
Serials. The Deputy Director attended a planning session on 
the Symposium on Chinese Science to be sponsored by the AAAS 
in New York in December, and his Associate for Extramural 
Planning spoke at a meeting of the Midwest Regional Group of 
the Medical Library Association in Milwaukee. The Assistant 
to the Director conducted two seminars on serials at the Mc- 
Gill University Library School. The Head of Cataloging pre- 
sided at the opening of the new season of the District of 
Columbia Library Association, and the Chief of Indexing at- 
tended computer sessions in New Jersey and Washington and 
the annual meeting of the American Documentation Institute 
in Berkeley. 


EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 


The National Library of Medicine points with pride to 
the fact that twenty-six members of the staff (twelve per 
cent) are at present pursuing formal courses of instruction 
in Arabic, French, German, Greek, Russian, Physiology, Con- 
puters, Mathematics, Graphic Arts, Printing Style, Archives, 
Documentation, and Library Science. The courses are being 
taken at the U.S. Department of Agriculture Graduate School, 
American University, Catholic University, the Islamic Cen 
ter, National Institute: of Health, and elsewhere. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY _OF MEDICINE NEWS 


THE NEW AGAINST THE OLD 


John Colbatch, vindicating his New Light of Chirurgery 
"from the many unjust Aspersions of some unknown Calumnia- 
tors," set down, on pp. 19-21 of his Novum lumen chirurgicum 
vindicatum (London: Printed for D. Brown, at the Bible and 
Swan without Temple-Bar, 1695), the following statements 
which are apt for more than the field of surgery: 








"For it is Truth and its Cause I am contending for, and 
therefore am not ashamed to fix my Name to it. I con- 
fess (using the Words of the Famous Dr. Lock) the Im- 
putation of Novelty is a terrible Charge amongst those 
who judge of mens Heads, as they do of their Perukes, 
by the fashion; and can allow none to be right but the 
received Doctrines. Truth scarce ever carried it by 
Vote any where at its first appearance; New Opinions 
are always suspected, and usually opposed, without any 
other reason, but because they are not already common. 
But Truth, like Gold, is not the less so, for being 
newly brought out of the Mine. 'Tis Trial and Examina- 
tion must give it price, and not any Antick Fashion: 
And tho it be not yet Currant by the Publick Stamp, 
yet it may for all that be as old as Nature, and is 
certainly not the less Genuine." 


PLEASE REQUEST AGAIN 


Some interlibrary loan requests received at the Nation- 
al Library of Medicine are not filled because the citation 
cannot be identified. Among the 11,376 loan requests re- 
ceived in August there was one which defied all efforts to 
produce the desired material. 

In the space designated for the author on the interli- 


brary loan form was the notation "Author not available." In 
the space for the title was found the equally dismaying no- 
tation "Title not available." The bare volume number, im- 


print, date, and page number were, however, indicated with 
unmistakable clarity. 


ANNIVERSARY 


Although Volume XVI of the NEWS will not begin until 
after the turn of the year, this issue actually marks the 
beginning of the sixteenth year of publication, due to early 
vagaries of numbering. 


Volume I, number 1, for November 1945, reported that 
the Librarian had exhibited plans for allocating space in 
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the proposed new Library building. November issues of suc- 
ceeding years give some further interesting glimpses of the 
recent past: 


1946 - 


1947 


1948 


Mr. Scott Adams, Chief of the AML Acquisition Divi- 
sion, is in Germany with the Library of Congress 
Mission ... 

The preliminary edition of the AML Classification 
will soon be published ... 

Surveys show that AML has 85% of important German 
medical books of the war years ... Paris theses of 
this period will be acquired in film copies ... The 
first issue of the Chinese Review of Tropical Medi- 
cine has been received ... 

Major Rogers has reported for duty ... The Secretary 
of Defense has requested the General Services Admin- 
istrator to budget for and construct a new building 
for the AML ... 

The ninth meeting of the Surgeon General's Committee 
of Consultants for the Study of the Indexes to Medi- 
cal Literature Published by the Army Medical Library 
was held at the Welch Medical Library ... 

The Report of the NRC Committee on the AML and pro- 
posals of the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council 
were discussed at the eighth meeting of the Honorary 
Consultants to the AML ... 

The "Friends of the Armed Forces Medical Library" 
was organized . 

The AFML Advisory Group was alarmed at developments 
threatening discontinuance of the Current List ... 
All entries for Volume 11, Series 4, of the Index 
Catalogue are now in the hands of the printer ... 
"Problems of Space Medicine" is the topic of the Li- 
brary's current exhibit ... 

Early appointment of members of the Board of Regents 
of the National Library of Medicine is expected ... 
The recent flood in the Library's basement damaged 
many books; fortunately, works by Abraham Colles and 
Astley Cooper can be salvaged ... 

Architects' final plans for the new building are ex- 
pected within a few weeks ... 

NLM will publish its new subject heading list some- 
time next year... 

"Trial and Examination must give it price, and not 
any Antick Fashion..." 











Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 


of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 











